***SAVE THE DATE. . .December 5, 2008. . . SAVE THE DATE***
Inaugural Virginia Latino Pilot Project (VALPP) to meet Friday, December 5, 2008
RICHMOND – Virginians from across the Commonwealth (non-profit- and faith-based organizations, representatives from state, county and city governments, public health experts, journalists, law enforcement officers, business owners, social service providers, faculty and school administrators) will join with consular officials from Washington, DC, on Friday, December 5, 2008, at Ramsey United Methodist Church to learn more about –-- and help solve –-- some of the many difficult problems facing the region’s fastest-growing community.

The all-day event --- ‘Latinos in VA: Understanding and Working Together with Our New Neighbors’ --- has two main goals: Increase the non-Latino community’s general understanding of immigration issues and the challenges faced in the United States by recent immigrants from Latin America; and, create a new model of community outreach that can be used to help other immigrant groups from different parts of the world. 

Armed with recent academic studies of Virginia’s surging Latino population, along with information from focus group discussions with local immigrant families and an historic door-to-door survey of Latino homes conducted by student Red Cross volunteers, all conference participants will be invited to contribute their ideas in the crafting of blueprints for a variety of projects across the state that will help unify existing resources in different localities and better coordinate local education efforts and outreach programs in the months and years ahead.     

  

“The Virginia Latino Pilot Project forum will be an opportunity for all Virginians to learn from and with members of the Latino community, students, faith-based institutions and other organizations,” said the conference’s chief organizer, Peter Von der Lippe, manager of International Services for the American Red Cross in Richmond.

“It will be an opportunity to learn about the underlying causes of migration and collectively explore possible solutions.  And, perhaps most importantly, it will showcase the value of involving students and learning from them,” he added.

 
In addition to the American Red Cross and the Richmond-based Colaborando Juntos (CJ) coalition of non-profit organizations, other groups that have agreed to co host the event so far include the Virginia Latino Higher Education Project (VALHEN), the Creciendo Juntos (CJ) group from Charlottesville, the Virginia Public Health Association (VAPHA), Virginia Asian Chamber of Commerce (VACC) and the Virginia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (VAHCC). 

Every month an advisory committee including representatives from these groups, as well more than 30 other critical partners, meets to finalize plans for the December 5 community forum at Ramsey United Methodist Church. 

Registration deadline: November 14, 2008

For more information, please contact (804) 646-0145 or (804) 649-6254.
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