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Some Public Health Policy Considerations for the 

Virginia Public Health Association
1. Consider the APHA 2009 Agenda for Health Reform
a. Support Population-based Services that Improve Health

1. Invest in population-based and community-based prevention, education and outreach programs

2. Address the chronic underfunding of the nation’s public health system

3. Account for the real cost savings and cost avoidance of preventive and early intervention services at the individual and community levels through more accurate fiscal scoring methods

4. Develop, expand and monitor programs to reduce disparities in health

5. Require methods to assess the impact federal policies and programs have on public health

6. Establish health goals and outcomes and require an annual “State of the Nation’s Health” report to hold ourselves accountable.

b. Reform Health Care Coverage and Delivery

1. Comprehensive health care coverage for all

2. Strong public programs

3. Access to affordable and high-quality health care for all

4. First dollar support for evidence-based clinical preventive services

5. Expand the public health and primary care workforce

2. Consider the Healthier America Project’s Goals (p. 55) of TFAH and RWJF

a. America should strive to be the healthiest country in the world

b. Every American should have the opportunity to be as healthy as he or she can be

c. Every community should be safe from threats to its health; and

d. All individuals and families should have a high level of health, health care, and public health services, regardless of who they are or where they live.

3. Consider Virginia’s demographic trends, resources and priorities
a. Aging of population

b. Increased diversity

c. Persistence of disparities and inequities

d. State budget shortfall

e. High costs of health care; impact on businesses

f. Best State for Business recognition

g. Partners; who else is organized and active?

Some Virginia Public Health Background Information to Consider
1. Public Understanding of Public Health?

a. Where does Virginia stand?

b. Issues and solutions

c. Inequities in health

2. Public Health Infrastructure

a. Workforce Development

· 60% of Virginia’s Public Health Workforce is Eligible to Retire within Next Five Years, the highest of any reported state – see Table 1 (ASTHO, 2007).
· Need to create a career path in Virginia for public health professionals with opportunities for leadership development

· Support for public health certification and public health continuing education

· Expand public health education at the undergraduate level

· Support for public health training

b. Public Health Organizations in Virginia

1. Statewide Governmental Public Health Organization
a. Comprehensive - Virginia Department of Health

2. Statewide Non-Governmental Public Health Advocacy Organization or Coalition
a. Comprehensive - Virginia Public Health Association

b. Partial – 

i. Virginia Rural Health Association

ii. Virginia Environmental Health Association

iii. Healthcare for all Virginians

iv. Virginians for a Healthy Future (focus on tobacco)

3. Statewide Non-Governmental Public Health Foundation

a. Comprehensive – none
b. Partial

i. Virginia Health Care Foundation

ii. Consortium of Health Foundations 
4. Statewide Public Health Research Institute
a. Comprehensive – none

b. Partial
i. Example - The Commonwealth Institute for Fiscal Analysis

5. Training of Public Health Professionals

a. School of Public Health – none
b. Public Health Programs - multiple
6. Public Health Representation on Statewide Boards and Task Forces

a. Where should there be public health representation?
3. Improving Health
a. Putting Primary Prevention and Wellness into Health Reform
Trust for America’s Health Report finding:  Investing in prevention* could save Virginia $385 million in five years (see Table 2).
*in particular, improvements to physical activity and nutrition and non-smoking rates

See press release
See full report
b. At the state level, what are the opportunities for investing in prevention?

i. Consultation to businesses

ii. Consultation to health insurance

iii. Consultation to communities
iv. Consultation to other sectors – e.g. transportation, housing
4. Improving the Health System

a. Greater Efficiencies

i. Electronic records

ii. Opportunities for Cost Savings
b. Access to Care

Healthcare Access Virginia Coalition Messages:

1. Cover all kids

2. Medicaid eligibility for adults expanded to 100%

3. Ensure adequate reimbursement to providers
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Source:  Trust for America’s Health.  Shortchanging America’s Health, 2009.
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