The Educated Citizen and Public Health Initiative 

The Educated Citizen and Public Health Initiative aims to fulfill the Institute of Medicine of the National Academies’ recommendation that “… all undergraduates should have access to education in public health”1 in order to ensure an educated citizenry capable of responding to the growing array of health threats nationally and globally.  The initiative is a cooperative effort of arts and sciences and public health educational organizations, including the Association of American Colleges and Universities (AAC&U), the Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences (CCAS), the Association for Prevention Teaching and Research (APTR) and the Association of Schools of Public Health (ASPH).

Background
The Educated Citizen and Public Health initiative encourages undergraduate public health core curricula as part of general education as well as the integration of public health throughout  undergraduate education. The Educated Citizen and Public Health has been developed in conjunction with the LEAP initiative of AAC&U which aims to transform undergraduate education for the 21st century.  Undergraduate public health with its emphasis on interdisciplinary education, a global perspective, community-based education and life-long learning is an excellent area of study for implementing the LEAP initiative. 
Accomplishments
A Consensus Conference on Undergraduate Public Health was held in Boston on November 7-8, 2006 as a joint venture of arts & sciences, public health, and health professions’ deans and faculty funded by the Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation.  For the first time, leaders of these groups convened to discuss the future of undergraduate education in public health.  
Conferees agreed that undergraduate public health education should result in an educated citizenry prepared to address public health challenges ranging from AIDS to aging and avian flu to the costs of health care.  Not only can undergraduate public health education prepare students for professional education in public health and the clinical health professions, but the critical and analytical thinking that embraces population health education is also excellent preparation for a wide array of other disciplines from law to business to international affairs.
The Consensus Conference led to the APTR-AAC&U Faculty Development Program which conducted three Workshop/Institutes reaching more than 250 faculty from more than 60 institutions. A curriculum guide and recommendations for undergraduate public health education resulted from the Faculty Development Program. The recommendations include curriculum frameworks, learning outcomes and enduring understandings for Public Health 101, Epidemiology 101, and Global Health 101 as well as a framework for minors including core curricula, curricula built upon institutional strengths and experiential learning such as service-learning in public health.
The Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation has awarded AAC&U a grant to survey current efforts in undergraduate public health. AAC&U and ASPH are collaborating on a needs assessment to determine the best ways to support the development and expansion of undergraduate public health curricula in colleges and universities.
The Educated Citizen and Public Health Initiative has produced a large number of curricular resources, publications, and press coverage. Key materials available on the web are indicated on the reverse side.

1 Gebbie K, Rosenstock L, Hernandez LM, eds. Who will keep the public healthy?  Educating public health professionals for the 21st century.  Washington, DC: National Academy Press, 2003: 144
Undergraduate Public Health Resources

· The Curriculum Guide to Undergraduate Public Health Education, version 3.0 is available for feedback through APTR at http://www.aptrweb.org/resources/pdfs/Curriculum_Guide_Version3.pdf
and AAC&U at www.aacu.org. The Recommendations for Undergraduate Public Health Education are also available at http://www.aptrweb.org/resources/pdfs/Recommendations.pdf
· The Association of Schools of Public Health provides information on undergraduate majors and minors and curricular materials: www.pathwaystopublichealth.org and www.thisispublichealth.org.
· APTR’s Prevention Education Resource Center (PERC) provides syllabi, curriculum materials and other curriculum resources, as well as a location to upload and share educational materials.  A peer review process for educational materials is being established:  www.teachprevention.org 

Press and Publications

· Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report CDC publication of “essential findings” of the Consensus Conference on Undergraduate Public Health Education, October 19, 2007 www.ccas.net The full consensus conference report is available through CCAS at 
· CDC Podcast on undergraduate public health education with Dr. Julie Gerberding, Director of CDC, available at http://www2a.cdc.gov/podcasts/player.asp?f=8696
· Inside Higher Education: Epidemiology as an Undergraduate Mainstay http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2007/11/07/health
· Liberal Education: AAC&U “Back to the Pump Handle: Public Health and the Future of Undergraduate Education” Albertine S, Persily NA, and Riegelman.R http://www.aacu.org/liberaleducation/le-fa07/le_fa07_perspectives1.cfm
· Journal of Public Health Management and Practice  Who Will Keep the Public Healthy? The Case for Undergraduate Public Health Education: A Review of Three Programs; Jan-Feb 2008 Bass SB, Guttmacher S, Nezami E  www.jphmp.com
· Academic Medicine- April 2008 Theme issue on population health including an article on Evidence-Based Public Health as Preparation for Medical School www.academicmedicine.org
· American Journal of Preventive Medicine-APTR  September 2008 Theme issue on undergraduate public health education www.ajpm-online.net.
· Public Health Reports, ASPH Articulation of Undergraduate and Graduate Education in Public Health Lee J. http://www.publichealthreports.org/userfiles/123_8/12-17.pdf
· Washington Post- For a Global Generation, Public Health Is a Hot Field front page September 18, 2008   http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/18/AR2008091804145.html?hpid=topnews
· Peer Review- AAC&U- Integrative Learning in Public Health Bernheim RG forthcoming-2008

· Peer Review- AAC&U-Special Issue on Undergraduate Public Health Education through the support of the Josiah Macy Jr. Foundation Summer 2009
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